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Learning Intentions
Math Storytelling as a Curriculum Companion

Exploring the “CALM”
This deck explores effective ways to design 
lessons using Math-Infused Stories.

Calm, Command and Conquer the Curriculum®



Source: https://jeffbaumes.github.io/standards/

https://jeffbaumes.github.io/standards/


Math Storytelling:Calm, Command and Conquer the Curriculum®
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Using Storytelling to support the Progression of Number Knowledge

Identify your Learning Intention(s)

Curriculum Standards Mathematical Practice Standards Teaching Practices

PK.CC.1 Standard: Count to 20 PK.CC.3 Standard: Understand the relationship between numbers 

and quantities to 10; connect counting to cardinality.

PK.CC.4 Standard: Count to answer “how many?” questions 

about as many as 10 things arranged in a line, a rectangular 

array, or a circle, or as many as 5 things in a scattered 

configuration; given a number from 1–10, count out that many 

objects.

K.CC.1—Count to 100 by ones and by tens K.OA.3 Standard: Decompose numbers less than or equal to 10 

into pairs in more than one way, e.g., by using objects or drawings, 

and record each decomposition by a drawing or equation (e.g., 5 = 

2 + 3 and 5 = 4 + 1).

K.CC.5: Count to answer “how many?” questions about as 

many as 20 things arranged in a line, a rectangular array, or a 

circle, or as many as 10 things in a scattered configuration; 

given a number from 1– 20, count out that many objects.

K.NBT.1: Compose and decompose numbers from 11 to 19 into 

ten ones and some further ones, e.g., by using objects or 

drawings, and record each composition or decomposition by a 

drawing or equation (e.g., 18 = 10 + 8)*; understand that these 

numbers are composed of ten ones and one, two, three, four, five, 

six, seven, eight, or nine ones

1.OA.1: Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word 

problems involving situations of adding to, taking from, putting 

together, taking apart, and comparing, with unknowns in all 

positions, e.g., by using objects, drawings, and equations with 

a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.

1.OA.3: Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and 

subtract. • Examples: If 8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also 

known. (Commutative property of addition.) • To add 2 + 6 + 4, the 

second two numbers can be added to make a ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 

+ 10 = 12. (Associative property of addition.) . Students need not 

use formal terms for these properties

1.NBT.2: Understand that the two digits of a two-digit number 

represent amounts of tens and ones. Understand the following 

as special cases: a 10 can be thought of as a bundle of ten 

ones—called a “ten.”

2.OA.2: Add and subtract within 20. Fluently add and subtract 

within 20 using mental strategies. By end of grade 2, know 

from memory all sums of two one-digit numbers.

*This is only a sample of connected standards along the k-5 

learning trajectory. Teachers have identified other connections 

that worked with this book.



Good Math Stories connected all levels of learners in a 
visually, emotionally compelling and academically 
appropriate way.  Every child can bring something to the 
conversation and connect to the conversations that 
naturally unfold.

• Where is each child along the learning trajectory?

• How does their current understanding and growth 
become evident in the conversations in your class?

• What follow-up work makes the most sense for this 
child?

• RETELL, RECREATE AND TALK ABOUT MATH
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Storytelling Guidance from NCTM:  
How do we use Math-Infused stories to 

impact student grow and promote 
positive learning experiences?



NCTM Principles to Actions

Mathematical Practice Standards Mathematical Teaching  Practices
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